[RESULTS OF APPLICATION OF THE METHOD OF STERNAL INFECTION ELIMINATION IN CARDIOSURGICAL PATIENTS].
A retrospective analysis of cases of sternal infection development was made in 388 cardiovascular patients from 2006 to 2012. The standard preventive measures of wound infection development were applied in the first period from 2006 to 2009. The method of "elimination of sternal infection" was used in the second period from 2009 to 2012. The application of the method of "elimination of sternal infection" allowed reducing the rate of sternal infection from 7.7 to 0.5% (odds ratio 0.099, 95% CI: 0.013-0.747; p = 0.025). According to results of statistical analysis the most significant factors were: body mass index (p = 0.002), resternotomy in early postoperative period (p < 0.001), risk according EuroSCORE Logistics (p < 0.001) and usage of the method of "elimination of sternal infection" (p = 0.006). The prevention of postoperative infectious complications shorthens the terms of hospital stay no less than 3 weeks, improves the quality of life for the patients and decreases treatment costs on 2.5 times.